
"..a.. ~ IY.~~6~ UJ I\Bren ~. KBn~ln

Welcome to the first edition of the Veter-
ans Mfairs Commission (V AC) news-
letter. We plan to publish a quarterly

newsletter and are here to serve the veterans of
San Antonio. Assisting us in our efforts is the
City of San Antonio Economic Development
Department.
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April 2003

What is a veteran? Those of us who served in
the Armed Forces for considerable periods of
time know the answer... anyone who served
honorably for a period in excess of 180 days.
But have you stopped to consider what that
really means? What issues concern veterans,
and who in San Antonio can help?

As previously stated, a veteran is anyone who
served honorably for a period in excess of 180
days. But now, consider who fits into that de-
scription. A veteran could be a young man or
woman who served only for 180 days or any
period short of a full enlistment of 2, 3, 4, or 6
years. A veteran could also be someone who
served in World War II, the Korean War,
Vietnam or Desert Storm. A veteran could be
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A Pprentices can earn quality wages that
increase as their knowledge and skills
do. The need for skilled workers is criti-

cal to the success of any business. The U. S.
Department of Labor Office of Apprenticeship
Training, Employer and Labor Services,
Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training in co-
operation with individual State Apprenticeship
Agencies are authorized by the National
Apprenticeship Act, to oversee the apprentice-
ship system. This training system, which is
geared to produce highly skilled workers, en-
sures quality training by combining on-the-job
training with theoretical and practical class-
room instruction to help prepare employees
and employers to meet me demands of com-
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a retired four star general.
distinctions important?

Why are those

For each group, the concerns are different.
For the young veteran, jobs, education, child-
care, and housing are foremost. For the more
senior veterans, healthcare seems to be the
primary issue. While there are many agencies,
city, state, and federal that are set up to pro-
vide assistance and services to the veteran,
many veterans do not know where to go for
answers and assistance. (Cont'd. on page 2)

peting in today's Global Economy.

With over 37,000 registered apprenticeship
programs, and over 440,000 registered appren-
tices throughout the United States, apprentice-
ship is not only successful, but is continually
expanding to other more non-traditional occu-
pational areas. While the bulk of apprentice-
ship programs are currently in construction and
manufacturing trades, non-traditional appren-
ticeships in fields such as; Healthcare, Child-
care, Social Services, Communications and
Information Technology have also been tar-
geted for apprenticeship programs. (Cont'd.
on p. 4)
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Antonio veterans iwith a voice and focal point for
their issues. Eacb of the 11 commissioners is ap-
pointed to help gchieve those goals. Should you
need help or have! questions, please do not hesitate
to e-mail us at n! cys@sanantonio.gOV, or call us
at 210.207.8204, or attend one of our meetings
(held on the thir Monday of each month in the
Municipal Plaza I'C" Room, 114 W. Commerce,
comer of Commel1ce and South Flores)..

Bexar County Veterans Service Office is Here to Service Veterans By Craig Erickson

he Bexar tounty Veterans Service Office
(CVSO) i~ available to assist all veterans, The Bexar County Veterans Service Office is
their depqndents and survivors in filing located in Room 540 of the Vista Verde

claims for benefi~ from the Department of Veter- Plaza Building at 233 N. Pecos, which is the
ans Affairs (DV ~ and the State of Texas, to in- access road of Interstate 35 South, between
clude disability c mpensation, VA pensions and W. Martin and W. Houston Streets. Our of-
burial benefits. e office also assists veterans in fice hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
obtaining military records, such as DD Forms 214, Monday through Friday. We can be reached
and in processing requests for corrections to mili- by phone at 210.335.6737 or bye-mail at
tary records and charge upgrades. vets@bexar.org. In addition, please visit our

Web site at www.bexar.org (Veterans Ser-
As the County V terans Service Officer, my pri- vices). Veterans are encouraged to call or e-
mary job is to h lp veterans and their families mail before visiting the office in order to en-
complete the nec sary forms and submit the ap- sure that staff is available. Either Melissa
propriate docume ts to the Department of Veter- Castillo, Office Assistant, or myself will be
ans Affairs to ap y for benefits. Another of my glad to speak with you. Please mail any
duties is to educa the veterans of Bexar County forms that are necessary. We can often an-
about the benefits they are entitled to. One recent swer questions on the phone, or refer you to
change affects ve rans who performed duty in the the appropriate agency, and therefore, pre-
country of Vietn during the Vietnam wartime clude a visit our the office. . Bexar County Veterans
period. Any of these veterans who have since Service Office Assists
been diagnosed .th Type 2 Diabetes, prostate In More Than One Way
cancer, and other ancers and diseases specified by
the DV A, may eligible for service-connected
benefits based on e presumption that the diseases
resulted from exp sure to Agent Orange or other
herbicides. In 0 er words, you do not need to
show proof that disease existed or was treated
while you were on active duty.
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50th Anniversary of The Korean War by Richard E. Gonzales, Jr.

City Council Proclamation for 50th Anniversary of Korean War

Colonel Richard E. Gonzales. Jr. AUS (Retired) presents keynote
address "Freedom is not Free"

LTG Freddy C. McFarren, Commanding General, Fifth U.S.
Army presents award to Colonel Richard E. Gonzales, Jr.
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meet minimum age requirements (generally, 18
years and up), and be physically able to perform
the requirements of the job. Most registered ap-
prenticeship programs require a high school di-
ploma or an equivalent certificate (GED), and!
or the completion of some high school level
mathematics or science courses.

Apprentices are selected on the basis of qualifi-
cations, without regard to race, color, religion,
sex or national origin. Similar to the normal em-
ployment application process, the actual selec-
tion is done by members of a local apprentice-
ship committee, or the sponsoring employer.
For more information on Registered Appren-
ticeship Programs, or the application process,
you may contact Mr. Julian Oviedo, Appren-
ticeship & Training Representative, at the U. S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Apprenticeship
& Training Office in San Antonio, at
210.308.4594 or e-mailjoviedo@doleta.gov. .

Updates from Washington, D,C.
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